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Air pollution in the EU

Why is it a problem?

Where is it a problem?

What are we doing about air pollution?

Support for clean air

LIFE CLINSH



Air pollution – who and what causes it?

Air pollution has multiple sources …

PM2.5: Households (54%), Energy & Industry (21%), 

Transport (13%),…

NOx: Transport (47%), Energy (15%), Industry (15%), 

Households (8%), … 

SOx: Energy (47%), Industry (33%), Households (15%), 

Transport (3%), …

NH3: Agriculture (93%), …

… and originates across all scales

• Transboundary pollution

• National level background

• City level sources

• Road-side peaks

This combination requires EU Clean Air 

Policy to address all sectors & all scales

Source(s): EEA Air Quality in Europe (2020), https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/air/country-fact-sheets/2020-country-fact-sheets/bulgaria



What are we doing about air pollution?

National Emission reduction

Commitments Directive 

National emission totals 

(SO2, NOx, NMVOC, PM2.5, NH3)

Ambient Air Quality (AAQ) Directives

Maximum concentrations of 

air polluting substances

(PM10, PM2.5, SO2, NO2, O3 + 8 more)

Source-specific 

emission standards

- IED Directive and MCP Directive 

- Eco-design Directive

- NRMM

- Euro and fuel standards

-… 

REDUCING EMISSIONS 

OF POLLUTANTS

SETTING OBJECTIVES 

FOR GOOD AIR QUALITY European Green Deal & 

Zero Pollution Ambition

Source(s): COM/2018/330 and SWD/2019/427



European Green Deal (1)



European Green Deal (2)



Support for Clean Air policies 

Providing direct or indirect financial support: 

- Structural Funds (e.g. PA, OP, RDP, ETC) 

- Invest EU and EIB 

- Connecting Europe Facility (CEF: Transport, Energy) 

- Horizon Europe 

- LIFE: standard projects, Strategic Integrated Projects, Preparatory Projects 

- … 



LIFE CLINSH

Looking back

• History

• Some highlights

• Strengths

Now

Looking forward

-Realising lower emissions from Inland Waterway Transport

• How?

• Who?

• Scope?

-The future of the CLINSH partnership: other issues related to vessels and ports?



Hartelijk dank!
Vielen Dank!
Thank you very much!

More information:

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/index_en.htm 

wilhelmus.de-wilt@ec.europa.eu


